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workshop  
 



Welcome to the safeguard mechanism workshop 

The Clean Energy Regulator is the government body responsible for 
accelerating carbon abatement for Australia through the administration 
of the National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting scheme, Renewable 
Energy Target and the Emissions Reduction Fund. 
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The safeguard mechanism workshops are being run by the Clean 
Energy Regulator to assist entities comply with their obligations. These  
workshops are not intended to be a definitive or comprehensive 
interpretation of the safeguard mechanism, but to provide a general 
understanding of key obligations. They are not intended to replace the 
legislation. 

3 



Program 
Time Item 

0900 Introduction 

0905 An overview of the safeguard mechanism 

0930 Questions 

0940 Sectoral baselines 

0950 Questions 

1000 Reported baselines 

1020 Questions 

1030 Morning tea  

1050 Calculated baselines 

1130 Questions 

1145 Q&A session 

1200 Networking lunch 

4 



Safeguard mechanism 

Overview 



The safeguard mechanism 
 

The safeguard mechanism commences on 1 July 2016 

Are you a responsible emitter? That is, the person with operational 
control over a facility?  

Person – defined as 

• an individual 
• a corporation sole 
• a body corporate 
• a body politic 
• a trust 
• a local governing body 
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Are you a responsible emitter?  

Operational control – is  the same 
definition as under the National 
Greenhouse and Energy Reporting 
Act 2007 (NGER Act). 

Where a nomination of operational 
control could be made, but hasn’t, 
operational control rests with all 
persons who can introduce and 
implement any or all of the operating, 
health and safety and environmental 
policies for the facility. 
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Are you a responsible emitter? 

Facility – same definition as under the NGER Act. 

Is an activity or series of activities (including ancillary activities), that 
involve greenhouse gas emissions or the production or consumption of 
energy and meets the criteria in the NGER regulations.  
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Is the facility a designated large facility? 

That is, did it emit more than 100 000 tonnes 
CO2-e covered (scope 1) emissions in a 
financial year? Covered emissions are all 
scope 1 emissions except 

• legacy emissions, 

• emissions which occur in the Greater Sunrise 
unit area or Joint Petroleum Development 
Area,  

• a grid-connected electricity generator covered 
by the sectoral baseline, or  

• emissions not included under the NGER 
Measurement Determination.   
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Responsibilities 

May 2016–Sep 2016: Engage with the Clean Energy 
Regulator regarding your reported baseline. 

Jul 2016–31 Oct 2017: Decide whether you wish to 
apply for a calculated baseline.  

By 31 Aug 2017: Apply for registration as a 
responsible emitter if you are not already registered 
under NGERs. 

By 31 Oct 2017: Report under NGER 

Ongoing: Monitor the emissions from your facility. 

By 28 Feb 2018: Ensure that you are not in an 
excess emissions situation. 
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The safeguard mechanism: baselines 

Baseline Criteria Determined by Duration Earliest  start 

Default Designated large facility with no 
other type of baseline 

Safeguard Rule Ongoing unless replaced 
by another baseline 

1 July 2016 

Reported NGER facilities with  sufficient 
reported data over the five years 
from 2009-10 to 2013-14 

Based on historic high point Ongoing unless replaced 
by another baseline 

1 July 2016 

Calculated • New facilities 
• Significant expansion 
• inherent emissions 

Variability 
• Initial calculated 

Upon application using 
independent assessment 
approach 

 

Generally three years 1 July 2016 

Production-
adjusted 

Calculated or benchmark baseline 
that has expired 

Upon application previous 
baseline adjusted for actual 
production 

Ongoing unless replaced 
by another baseline 

1 July 2019 

Benchmark New or significantly expanded 
facilities from 2020 

Upon application based on 
best-practice 

Generally 3 years 1 July 2020 

Sectoral Grid connected electricity 
generators 

Safeguard Rule Until breached 1 July 2016 

Landfill-benchmark 
baseline 

Landfill facilities that exceed 
coverage threshold 

Upon application using landfill 
baseline emissions formula 

Ongoing 1 July 2020 
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NGER registration  

All responsible emitters that are not already registered under the NGER 
Act, must apply for registration. 

 

 

12 



NGER registration 

Controlling corporation has operational control over a safeguard facility. 

Controlling 
Corporation 

Non-safeguard 
facility 

Safeguard 
facility 

CC is a responsible emitter 

Already registered – doesn’t re-apply 

Group 
member 
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NGER registration 

Group member has operational control over a safeguard facility 
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Controlling 
Corporation 

Group 
member 

Non-safeguard 
facility 

Safeguard 
facility 

GM is a responsible emitter 

 

Must apply for registration 

as a responsible emitter 



NGER reporting 

If a designated large facility is 
included in an NGER report, no 
additional reporting requirements 
under safeguard mechanism. 

Only time safeguard-specific 
reporting required under NGERs is 
if the facility is not covered in any 
of the previous reports. 
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NGER reporting and 22X 

22x agreements consolidate reporting with responsible emitter 

Safeguard 
facility 2 

Controlling 
Corporation  

Group 
Member 1 

Reports 
emissions and 

energy facilities 
1 and 2 

No NGER reporting 

requirements 

Group 
Member 2 

Safeguard 
facility 1 

Responsible emitter 
Responsible emitter 

s22X agreements 

No NGER reporting 

requirements 
Reports 

emissions and 
energy facility 1 

Reports 
emissions and 

energy facility 2 
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Excess emissions situation 

Responsible emitters must ensure that they are not in an excess 
emissions situation on or after 1 March following the end of the 
relevant monitoring period. 

Generally, a monitoring period will be a financial year. 

I.e. for 2016-17, most responsible emitters have until 28 February 2018, 
to get their net emissions number to (or below) their baseline 
emissions number. 
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Net emissions number 

Once NGER reports are submitted, the Clean Energy Regulator can 
calculate each responsible emitter’s net emissions number. 

  

Total amount of 
covered emissions 

from facility (for 
the period). 

PLUS 

Any ACCUs issued 
during the period 

they were generated 
at the facility. 

SUBTRACT 

Any ACCUs 
surrendered against 

the facility  

EQUALS  

Net emissions 
number. 
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Net emissions number 

Generally, the net emissions 
number for the facility will be the 
total amount of covered emissions 
from the facility, during the 
financial year. 

If the facility has a multi-year 
monitoring period in place, the net 
emissions number for the facility is 
the amount of covered emissions 
for the extended period. 
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Net emissions number 

If you had operational control for part of 
the year, your net emissions number 
will be the amount of covered emissions 
from the facility, for the period of the 
year you had operational control.  

 

 

20 



Increase of net emissions number – ERF project 

If an Emissions Reduction Fund 
(ERF) project is conducted at a 
safeguard facility, and Australian 
carbon credit units (ACCUs) 
attributable to abatement at the 
facility are issued during a financial 
year your net emissions number 
for the facility will be increased.  
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Reduction of net emissions number – ACCUs 

If a person surrenders Australian 
carbon credit units (ACCUs), and 
states that the surrender is to 

• reduce the net emissions number 

• for a specified period 

• for a specified facility 

that facility’s net emissions 
number will be reduced by the 
amount of ACCUs surrendered. 

 

22 



Reduction of net emissions number – deemed 
surrender 

If an ERF project is conducted at a safeguard facility, and  

• ACCUs attributable to abatement at the facility are issued during a period 
(eg a financial year), and 

• the ACCUs are delivered to the Commonwealth under an ERF contract, 

the net emissions number of the person who was the responsible 
emitter at the time the ACCUs were issued, will be decreased by  the 
number of ACCUs delivered. 
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Defining double counting of ACCUs 
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ACCUs 
issued 

ACCUs 
surrendered 

Double counting 

Net emissions number 

ERF project 
abatement 

Reported 

(actual) 

emissions 

ERF project 
abatement 

Reported 

(actual) 

emissions 

ACCUs 
surrendered 

Net emissions number 

ACCUs 
issued 



Baseline emissions number 

Once you have your net emissions 
number, this is compared to your 
baseline emissions number for the 
facility, to see if you are in an 
excess emissions situation. 
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Managing excess emissions situations 

If a your net emissions number for 
a facility exceeds its baseline 
emissions number you should 
consider:  

• ACCUs 

• multi-year monitoring 

• exemption, or  

• baseline variation.  
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Managing excess emissions situations  

Surrendering ACCUs to offset 
emissions 

• can be done at any time during or 
after the compliance period, up 
until 28 February 

• surrender will be performed in the 
Australian National Registry of 
Emissions Units (ANREU). 
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Managing excess emissions situations  

Applying for a multi-year 
monitoring period 

• can be for either 2 or 3 years 

• only eligible if your facility has, or is 
likely to, exceed its baseline 

• must demonstrate that emissions 
can average out over the period (i.e 
that it would enable you to avoid 
an excess emissions situation), and 

• must have applied by 31 October 
following the first financial year it is 
to apply to. 
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Managing excess emissions situations  

Applying for an exemption – exemptions are 
in relation to specific monitoring periods. 

Must have applied by 31 October following the 
first financial year it is to apply to. 

Applying for a baseline variation - reduction in 
emissions intensity.  

You must have applied by 31 October following 
the financial year it is to apply to. 

If you are still in an excess emissions 
situation, on or after 1 March, following the 
monitoring period, the Clean Energy Regulator 
has a number of compliance options.  
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Publication of information 

Published information will include 

• the name of each responsible 
emitter, 

• the name of each facility, 
• the baseline for each facility, 
• the covered and net emissions 

numbers of facilities for each 
year, and 

• any carbon units surrendered in 
relation to the facility. 
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Safeguard mechanism 

Sectoral baselines 



Sectoral baselines 

Applies to designated generation facilities that are connected to a 
designated electricity network.  

A designated generation facility is a facility that is attributable to 
ANZSIC code 261 (electricity generation). 

Designated electricity networks are set out in the Safeguard rules: 

• National Electricity Market 

• South West interconnected system 

• North Western interconnected system 

• Darwin to Katherine network, and 

• Mount Isa–Cloncurry supply network. 
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Sectoral baselines 

No individual obligations under the safeguard mechanism until the 
sector as a whole exceeds the sectoral baseline. 

The sectoral baseline is set at 198 000 000 tonnes CO2-e 
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Sectoral baselines 

Once the sectoral baseline is 
exceeded 

• the Clean Energy Regulator will 
publish a statement to this effect 
on the website, and 

• the 1 July following the publication, 
all generation facilities will be 
subject to their individual 
baselines. 
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Safeguard mechanism 

Reported emissions baselines 



Reported emissions baselines 

Eligible facilities that have been 
reporting under the National 
Greenhouse and Energy Reporting 
Act 2007 (NGER Act), will receive a 
reported emissions baseline. 

Reported emissions baselines are 
based on a facility’s highest 
emissions from the period 2009-10 
to 2013-14. 

Will commence from 1 July 2016. 
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Reported emissions baselines 

A facility will automatically receive a 
reported emissions baseline if  

• Scope 1 emissions from the facility were 
reported for all years from 2009-10 to 2013-
14 inclusive, and 

• In at least one of those years, covered 
emissions for the facility had a carbon 
dioxide equivalence of more than 100 000 
tonnes, 

 ‘covered emissions’ for these purposes 
include emissions from designated 
generation facilities and legacy emissions. 
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Reported emissions baselines 

A facility will also automatically receive 
a reported emissions baseline if  

• Scope 1 emissions were reported for it 
for either 3 or 4 years between 2009-10 
to 2013-14 inclusive, and 

• For at least 3 of those years, covered 
emissions for the facility had a carbon 
dioxide equivalence of more than  
100 000 tonnes. 
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Reported emissions baselines 

The responsible emitter for a facility may request a reported emissions 
baseline for a facility if  

• the facility doesn’t meet either of the first two scenarios 

• scope 1 emissions were reported for the facility for at least one of 
the years between 2009-10 to 2013-14 inclusive, and 

• for at least one of those years, covered emissions for the facility had 
a carbon dioxide equivalence of more than 100 000 tonnes. 

The request must have been made by 31 July 2016. 
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Reported emissions baselines 

Before requesting a reported emissions baseline, decide whether you 
plan to apply for a calculated baseline for that facility 

• if the Clean Energy Regulator is considering your request, or a 
reported emissions baseline determination has been made, the 
facility will not be eligible for a calculated baseline under the new 
facility criteria,  

but 

• having a reported emissions baseline will help you meet the under 
the inherent emissions variability  and initial calculated baseline 
tests. 
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Reported emissions baselines process 

May 2016  the Clean Energy 
Regulator will contact responsible 
emitters and 

• identify facilities 

• state the proposed reported 
baseline 

• list the total scope 1 emissions 
reported over the 5 years  

• outline all calculations and any 
adjustments, and 

• provide the opportunity to 
comment. 
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Reported emissions baselines process 

The Clean Energy Regulator  

• will give responsible emitters 28 
days to provide comment, 

• if a responsible emitter advises 
that they have no issues with the 
proposed baseline, determination 
can be made anytime from 1 July 
2016 

• if issues are raised, will enter into 
dialogue with the responsible 
emitter, and 

• details will be published on our 
website. 
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Calculating reported emissions baselines 

The Clean Energy Regulator will start by 
identifying which years, between  
2009-10 and 2013-14, the facility was 
reported on under the NGER Act 

• where multiple reports provided for 
different parts of the same year, we add 
total reported emissions together, 

• doesn’t matter whether the same 
person reported for all years. 
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Calculating reported emissions baselines 

For each year that the facility was reported 
on, the carbon dioxide equivalence of 
emissions from 

• carbon dioxide 

• methane 

• nitrous oxide, and 

• perfluorocarbons attributable to aluminium 
production 

will be determined by reference to the 
global warming potentials as per the NGER 
regulations as they apply for 2015-16. 
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Calculating reported emissions baselines 

The carbon dioxide equivalence of 
emissions from all other types of 
greenhouse gases will be based on 
the global warming potential as 
reported. 

Unless the responsible emitter 
provides disaggregated data. 

We will then identify the year that 
had the highest reported scope 1 
emissions for the facility.  
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Reported baselines lower than historical data 

Where an activity was conducted at a 
facility and we are satisfied that 

• similar activities are no longer 
conducted at the facility (and are 
unlikely to be for the next 3 years), and 

• emissions from the ceased activity 
would be more than five per cent of the 
facility’s unadjusted reported baseline 

we will not include these emissions in 
the reported emissions baseline for 
the facility. 
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Reported baselines lower than historical data 

Additionally, where an activity was conducted at a facility, and we are 
satisfied that 

• the activity is now reported as part of another facility 

 we will not include these emissions in the reported emissions 
 baseline for the first facility. 
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Reported baselines higher than historical data 

Where an activity was previously reported as part of a facility, and the 
activity now falls within the defined boundaries of a different facility 
(the second facility), and 

• emissions from the activity will be reported as part of the second facility, 
and  

• the emissions would be more than five per cent of the second facility’s 
unadjusted reported baseline 

 
we will include the emissions in the reported emissions baseline for the 
second facility. 
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VIPPS previously allowed emissions for a number of facilities to be 
reported as an aggregated total in certain circumstances. 

A reported emissions baseline for a facility reported as part of a VIPP, 
will not include emissions from the other VIPP facilities. 

  

 

Vertically Integrated Production Processes (VIPPs) 
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Adjustments to historical data 

Any adjustments made to the historical data can be based on 

• disaggregated facility data, and any associated  audit reports 

• previous NGER reports that include the data. 
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Duration of a reported emissions baseline 

Comes into force on 1 July 2016. 

Remains in force unless replaced 
with another baseline 
determination (e.g. a calculated 
baseline). 

Will come back into force if 
another type of baseline has 
expired, and is not replace with a 
new one. 
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Safeguard mechanism 

Calculated baselines 
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Emissions baselines 

Calculated baselines 

• Determine eligibility 

• Setting the baseline 

• Application process 

Wrap-up 

 

 

 

Overview 

56 



Emissions baselines 
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Emissions baselines represent the reference point.  

A safeguard facility must keep its net emissions levels at or below its 
baseline. 

Baselines are set depending on if the facility is new or well-established, 
or how much historical data it has reported under the National 
Greenhouse and Energy Reporting (NGER) scheme. 

A baseline may be varied. 

 

 

Emissions baselines 
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Emissions baselines 

Does facility meet the criteria in section 14 of the Rule 

for a reported baseline? 

No further action required 

Does the facility meet any of the eligibility 

criteria for a calculated baseline? 

May apply for calculated baseline 

After calculated baseline expires, may apply for  

production-adjusted baseline 

Will need to use emissions management 

options if facility exceeds its baseline 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Default baseline applies once facility 

exceeds safeguard threshold 

Does the baseline reflect business-as-usual 

emissions? 
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Calculated baselines: key points 

Can only be made upon application. 

Must commence on 1 July of a particular year (e.g. 1 July 2016). 

Generally has a 3 year duration. 

Once expired, can be replaced by a production-adjusted baseline. 
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Calculated baselines: determine eligibility 



Eligibility criteria 

A facility may apply for a calculated 
baseline if it meets the 

• initial calculated baseline criteria 
(section 26 of the Rule) 

• new facility criteria (section 23 of 
the Rule) 

• significant expansion criteria  
(section 24 of the Rule) 

• inherent emissions variability 
criteria (section 25 of the Rule) 
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Initial calculated baseline  

Provides flexibility in circumstances where 
historical emissions do not represent a 
facility’s normal business operations. 

Only applicable for a calculated baseline 
that commences on 1 July 2016. 

Grid-connected electricity generators are 
ineligible to apply. 
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Initial calculated baseline 

A facility may be eligible under the initial calculated baseline criteria if 
you answer yes to the following questions: 

either 
• does it have a reported baseline? 

or 
• has it reported scope 1 emissions under NGER for all five years from 

2009-10 to 2013-14? 

Will its emissions in 2016-17 exceed its existing baseline for that year? 
(but cannot purposefully exceed baseline). 
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New facility criteria 

These facilities are likely to be facilities 
that are still ramping up production.  

Calculated baseline must commence no 
later than 1 July 2019.  

From 1 July 2020, new facilities can apply 
for a benchmark baseline. 
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New facility criteria 

A facility may be eligible under the new facility criteria if: 

1. It will emit >100,000tCO2-e of covered emissions in the first year of the 
calculated baseline (but cannot purposefully exceed threshold) 

2. You answer no to the following questions: 

a) Is it eligible for a reported baseline? 
b) Has it reported scope 1 emissions under NGER for all five years from 

2009-10 to 2013-14? 
c) Has it previously had a calculated baseline? 
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Significant expansion criteria 

Baselines can be increased to 
accommodate a >20 per cent increase 
in production capacity or production of 
a new significant product. 

Calculated baseline must commence 
no later than 1 July 2019. 

From 1 July 2020, significantly 
expanded facilities can apply for a 
benchmark baseline. 

 

67 



Significant expansion criteria 

A facility may be eligible under the significant criteria if you answer yes 
to the following questions 

1. For a facility other than a landfill facility – has new production equipment 
been installed during a relevant expansion period, resulting in: 

a) an increase in productive capacity of greater than 20 per cent, OR 

b) the production of a new significant product? 

2. For a landfill facility – has its licenced capacity increased by more than 20 
per cent since the start of a relevant expansion period? 
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Significant expansion criteria 

For all facilities, must also answer 
yes to the following questions 

1. Will it emit >100,000tCO2-e of 
covered emissions in the first year 
of the calculated baseline (or has 
previously)? 

2. Will its emissions exceed its 
existing baseline in at least one 
year of calculated baseline 
period? 
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Inherent emissions variability criteria 

Facilities in the natural resources 
sectors can apply to have their 
baselines increased to account for 
inherent emissions variability.  

Calculated baseline must 
commence no later than 1 July 
2024. 
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Inherent emissions variability criteria 

A facility may be eligible under the inherent emissions variability 
criteria if you answer yes to the following questions 

1. Does the facility have a reported baseline and/or no more than one 
previous calculated baseline (but no benchmark baseline)? 

2. Either 

a) is natural resource extraction the facility’s principal activity? 

or 

a) is it a natural gas processing or liquefaction facility? 
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A facility may be eligible under the inherent 
emissions variability criteria if you answer 
yes to the following questions 

1. Do the properties of the natural 
resource/gas reserve have a direct effect on 
its covered emissions/emissions intensity? 

2. Is there limited cost-effective ability to 
control for those emissions? 

3. Will its emissions exceed its existing 
baseline in the first year to be covered by 
the calculated baseline – primarily due to 
the properties of the natural resource/gas 
reserve? 

 

Inherent emissions variability criteria 
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Calculated baselines: setting the baseline 



Baseline calculations 

Set using forecast quantities and emissions intensities of each 
production variable, for a given year in the calculated baseline period 

 

 

 

 Calculated baseline 

forecast quantity  

of production variable n 

forecast emissions intensity 

of production variable n 
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Identify production variables 

A production variable represents an amount of productive output. 

Production variables must be selected in accordance with the criteria of 
section 5 of the Rule, and may be 

• one or more output variables (default option), 

• similar variables, 

• one or more inputs or intermediate products that are used to produce 
all of a facility’s outputs (subject to the requirements of subsection 5(8) 
of the Rule), 

• the relevant product(s) of an EITE activity. 
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Forecasting 

Applicants will need to forecast information 

• the year in which the primary production variable is at its highest 

• production variable quantities 

• emissions intensities for each production variable. 
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Calculating emissions intensity 

Under the the emissions intensity calculation criteria in s6 of the Rule if 
there is only one production variable 
 

𝐸𝐼 =
𝐹𝑜𝑟𝑒𝑐𝑎𝑠𝑡 𝑐𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑒𝑑 𝑒𝑚𝑖𝑠𝑠𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑠

𝐹𝑜𝑟𝑒𝑐𝑎𝑠𝑡 𝑞𝑢𝑎𝑛𝑡𝑖𝑡𝑦
 

if there are two or more production variables 

1. apportion forecast covered emissions between each production variable 

2. for production variable n 
 

𝐸𝐼𝑛 =
𝐹𝑜𝑟𝑒𝑐𝑎𝑠𝑡 𝑐𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑒𝑑 𝑒𝑚𝑖𝑠𝑠𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑠𝑛

𝐹𝑜𝑟𝑒𝑐𝑎𝑠𝑡 𝑞𝑢𝑎𝑛𝑡𝑖𝑡𝑦𝑛
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Calculated baselines: application process 



Application process for responsible emitter 

Download application form from the 
Clean Energy Regulator website 
(available by mid-June 2016) 

Engage auditor to conduct audit 

Submit application by 31 October 
2017 at latest (for calculated 
baseline to commence 1 July 2016) 
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Application timing 
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Information requirements for applications 

Section 27 of the Rule requires 

• explanation/evidence that eligibility criteria are satisfied 

• outline of emissions intensity reduction measures (to be) undertaken 

• estimated production variable quantities, covered emissions and 
emissions intensities (along with any relevant earlier estimates and 
reasons for any differences) 

• historical emissions and production data 

• copies of the most recent relevant environmental impact assessments. 

The Clean Energy Regulator may also request specific information in the 
application form to support decision-making. 
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Audit requirements for calculated baselines 

Limited assurance matters 

• reasonableness of forecasts and underpinning assumptions 

• calculations based on assumptions and historical data being fairly stated 
and (for EI forecast) reflective of baseline setting year 

Reasonable assurance matters 

• relevant eligibility criteria satisfied 

• application prepared in accordance with requirements of section 27 of 
Rule 

• application presented fairly. 
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Application processing 

The Clean Energy Regulator will seek to decide on application within  
60 days of receipt.  

Or if further information is requested, within 60 days of receiving the 
information. 

If application is approved: 

• the Clean Energy Regulator will provide written notification, and  

• information will be published on the agency’s website. 

If application is refused: 

• the Clean Energy Regulator will provide written notification, and 

• applicant may re-apply by 1 February 2018 (for calculated baseline to 
commence 1 July 2016). 
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Wrap-up 



Production-adjusted baselines 

Apply for production-adjusted baseline after the expiry of a calculated 
baseline.  

A production-adjusted baseline is ongoing (unless replaced by another 
baseline). 

Set using the highest actual quantity of the production variable from 
the calculated baseline period, and previously forecast emissions 
intensities. 

 

 
production-adjusted 

baseline 

highest actual quantity of 

production variable n 

previously forecast emissions 

intensity of production variable n 
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Key dates for 2016 

Please note:  

• deadlines which fall on a 
weekend or public 
holiday may vary in 
accordance with the 
Acts Interpretation Act 
1901, and  

• this only includes dates 
that occur in 2016, that 
relate to 2016-17. 

Complete by 
 

Activity 
 

 Legislation 
 

May 2016  

The Clean Energy Regulator will notify clients of 
proposed reported baselines, prepared using: 
• emissions to be disregarded or included 
• national transport facility definition where the 

responsible emitter has opted into this definition, 
and 

• GWPs currently in place 

s 16(1) 
s 17(2), (3), (4) 
s 17(5) 
s 17(6)(b)  

30 Jun 2016 
Client deadline for national facility nomination for 
2016–17 

NGER Regulations 
2.19A(4) 

30 Jul 2016 
Client deadline to submit 2016–17 calculated 
baseline application based on the quantity of 
production variables for 2016–17 if applicable 

s 27(1)(c) 

31 Jul 2016 
Client deadline for notification if opting into reported 
baseline 

s 14(1)(c) 

By 1 Sep 2016 
The Clean Energy Regulator will make reported 
baseline determinations 

s 16(2)(a) 

By first week of  
Sep 2016 

The Clean Energy Regulator will notify responsible 
emitters of final reported baselines, and publish 
baseline details on the Clean Energy Regulator 
website 

s 16(3), 72 

31 Oct 2016 

Client deadline for submitting NGER reports for 
2015–16—this report is not required for safeguard 
purposes, but may provide additional evidence that a 
facility is likely to exceed the 100 000 tCO2-e 
threshold in 2016–17 

NGER Act s 19(6), 
22G(2), 22X(4) 
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https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2016C00151
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2016C00151


Upcoming activities 

By mid-June 2016 the Clean Energy Regulator will 

• release calculated baseline application form, and 

• publish guidance for calculated baseline applicants (also for use by 
auditors). 
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Further information 

Clean Energy Regulator website 
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/NGER/The-safeguard-
mechanism 

Subscribe to email updates 
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/NGER/Subscribe-to-email-
updates 

Contact us  
reporting@cleanenergyregulator.gov.au  
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Program  
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Time Item 

0900 Introduction 

0905 An overview of the safeguard mechanism 

0930 Questions 

0940 Sectoral baselines 

0950 Questions 

1000 Reported baselines 

1020 Questions 

1030 Morning tea  

1050 Calculated baselines 

1130 Questions 

1145 Q&A session 

1200 Networking lunch 



Safeguard mechanism 

Q&A session 
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